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Braga is a City with a central role in history

• A Bimillenary City, that along its more than 2000 years has seen several civilizations pass in its territory.

• In 16 BC, Emperor Caesar Augustus renamed the city Bracara Augusta.
• In the 4th century, Bracara Augusta became the capital of Galicia (today northern Portugal, Asturias and Galicia in Spain).

History

ORIGIN

ROMANS MOORS

PORTUGAL
CURRENT

BIRTH 
PORTUGAL

SUEVI
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Territory
Euroregion

North Portugal-Galicia

6.3 million people

4 Universities listed on the TOP 500 ARWU 
The Academic Ranking of World Universities Ranking (Shangai Ranking)

- University of Minho and University of Porto
- University of Santiago de Compostela and University of Vigo

The Atlantic Axis places the region in the select group of the
World’s Forty main Economic Mega-regions.
Regions that are the real forces powering the global economy

4th Economic Region of the Iberian Peninsula
An Industrial and Export Region

- Galicia: Region with a positive Trade Balance
- North Portugal: Region with a positive Trade Balance

GALICIA

NORTH PORTUGAL

North-west of the Iberian peninsula
an industrial and economic power region

North Portugal-Galicia

BRAGA
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• HIGHWAYS 

A3 North/South

A11 West/East

• AIRPORTS

Maia: (30 minutes)

Vigo: (60 minutes)

Accessibility 
REGIONAL CENTRALITY

• TRAIN STATION

CP - North line

CP - South line
(Alfa Train - Braga/Porto: 38 min)

• PORTS

Leixões (40 minutes)

Viana do Castelo(60 minutes)

Vigo (75 minutes)
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193 558 inhabitants (2021)                     196 434 inhabitants (2022)

• The fastest growing city in Portugal in absolute terms in the 2021 CENSOS (6,5%)

• Residents of around 130 nationalities

• Population density: 1.054 inhabitants/sqm (Men: 52,4% / Women: 47,6%)

• Purchasing Power (per capita) in Braga (higher than national average: 108,8)
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Nº of elderly per 100 youth

• Over 40% of the population is under 30

• Over 20,000 foreign residents

• Working-age population: 68 %

• Population under 15: 13.8%

• Population aged 65 and over: 18.2%

Young Population

One of the youngest cities in Portugal and Europe
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Braga in the main International City Networks:

• EUROCITIES

• INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OF MICHELIN CITIES

• EUROPEAN YOUTH CAPITALS NETWORK

• EUROPEAN CLIMATE PACT

• URBAN ECONOMY FORUM

• CITY CLIMATE LEADERSHIP IN ACTION

• UNESCO CREATIVE CITIES NETWORK

• RESILIENT CITIES INITIATIVE – UNISDR

• UNESCO GLOBAL NETWORK OF LEARNING CITIES

• THE PORTUGUESE NETWORK OF INTERCULTURAL CITIES

• NETWORK ROMA ATLANTIACA

International Networks of Cities
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Braga among the 10 most visited Portuguese destinations

• Braga is the 3th most visited destination in the north, after Porto and Gaia

• Over the previous ten years, Braga has seen growth of more than 500%

• Braga registers an average of 2.3 days/tourist in accommodation

(more than the average in the North, that is 1.8 days/tourist).

Tourism

1st Place
Best European Destination

(2021)

1st Place
World's Leading Emerging Tourism Destination

(2023)
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The Municipality's commitment
to the sustainable growth of

the territory



Authentic City
Braga Urban Observatory
An initiative of Braga City Council and Confidencial Imobiliário 

A new Platform that aggregate the main indicators of the city's residential market in a summarised and accessible way.

Rental Housing Average (m2)
DISTRICT CAPITALS

Contracts signed in 1st Quarter 2024

m2 rental and
purchase costs rise
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Buying and Selling Market (m2)
Average house transaction prices (m2) by DISTRICT CAPITALS
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Braga Urban Observatory
An initiative of Braga City Council and Confidencial Imobiliário 
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1st Quarter 2024 (accumulated over last 12 months)

Number of Licensed Houses
DISTRICT CAPITALS

2023 (*Including urban regeneration)
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Braga Urban Observatory
An initiative of Braga City Council and Confidencial Imobiliário 

Licensed Houses vs New Projects in the Pipeline 
BRAGA

Source: SIR / Confidential Imobiliário

In 2023, for every new
house that applied for a 
licence, the municipality
licensed another house;

A higher ratio of houses in 
the pipeline to licensed
houses than Lisbon and

Porto, which registered a 
higher number of licences

in absolute terms.
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Braga Urban Observatory
An initiative of Braga City Council and Confidencial Imobiliário 

Number of Housing Transactions
BRAGA

(quarterly data)

Source: SIR / Confidential Imobiliário

Average House purchase prices, by type
BRAGA

1st Quarter 2024 (accumulated over last 12 months)

Braga Urban Observatory

A platform that
provides local and

national indicators on
the property market

with relevant data for 
consumers and

investors

336.447,00€

225.878,00€

236.814,00€

190.013,00€

165.911,00€

130.661,00€

Source: Confidential Imobiliário
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4ºT 2021
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1ºT 2013
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Electronic payment transactions
1.8 billion
(+14.4% compared to 2022)

Payments with foreign cards
118.0 million euros
6.4% of total payments
(+12.2% compared to 2022)

Top foreign nationalities
- France 35.3%
- Spain 9.7%​
- Brazil 8.6%
- USA 5.7%
- Switzerland 5.4%

2023

Reference in Commerce 
and Services

Electronic payment transactions
168.8 million euros
(+35.6% compared to 2022)

Payments with foreign cards
15.5 million euros
9.2% of total payments in the sector
(+40.9% compared to 2022)

Top foreign nationalities
- France 28.5%
- Spain 18.1%
- Brazil 8.4%
- USA 6.5%
- UK 6.4%

2023

Reference in Restaurant
Industry

Commerce, Services and Restaurants
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635 464 overnight stays
(+3.0% compared to 2022)

2023

Reference in the
Lodging

Electronic payment transactions
20.3 million euros
(-3.4% compared to 2022)

Payments with foreign cards
10.6 million euros
52.2% of total payments in the sector
(-4.5% compared to 2022)

Top foreign nationalities:​
- Ireland 34.9%
- Spain 13.2%​
- France 11.3%
- USA 9.4%
- UK 7.3%

Overnight Stays in Braga (2023)

Hotel **** - Avenida Central 110 rooms
Hotel **** - Cividade 74 rooms
Hotel **** - São Vítor 111 rooms
Hotel **** - Sé 36 rooms
Hotel **** - Cividade 90 rooms
Hotel **** - Bom Jesus ......
Hotel **** - S. Vicente 71 rooms
Hotel **   - Maximinos 92 rooms
Hotel      - Nogueira .....
Charm Hotel - Palmeira 79 rooms
University residence - S. Vítor 294 rooms
University residence - S. Vítor 25 rooms
University residence - S. Vítor 126 rooms
University residence - S. Vítor 700 rooms

New Investments in Hotels and University Residences
(under construction/with projects approved and in progress)

Lodging and New Investments



Authentic City

ECONOMIC BOOSTING AND INVESTMENT ATTRACTION AGENCY

MUNICIPAL COMPANY

Promote the economic, business and cultural development of Braga

Creation of the first locally-based Economic Boosting Agency in Portugal
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 Place Braga on the national and international radar of investment

 Support investment and boost the economy

 Support job creation

 Support and promote entrepreneurship and innovation

 Promote business tourism

STRATEGIC GOALS

 Promote a network of territorial  development agents
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STRATEGIC PLAN

FOR THE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT OF BRAGA

2014 - 2026

Strategic Council of InvestBraga
MonitoringCommittee

Municipality and InvestBraga, with the Strategic Council Partners developed:

STRATEGIC PLAN
2014 - 2026 
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BRAGAMETER

STRATEGIC PLAN
2014 - 2026 

29
Context and Support Actions for the
Development Model

24
Structuring Actions

Programmed

8% Initiated

4%
In progress

4%

Concluded

84%

Programmed

7%

In Progress

3%

Concluded

83%

Initiated
7%

Source: InvestBraga
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Economic Boost and
Investment Attraction

Investor`s Spot
Economic Boost and Investment Attraction

- Attracting national and international investment to Braga

- Licensing processes in the Municipal Services

- Definition of the business model to be created

- Business location spaces

- Creating, attracting and retaining talent in Braga

- Creation of HR training and retraining programmes

- National and EU incentive schemes in force

- Municipal Investment Incentive Scheme

- Strategic Enterprise Exception Scheme

- Promote networking with local development agents
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Business and Investment Support Agents – Partners in attracting FDI

Investment Support Partners



Authentic City Economic Diplomacy

118
FOREIGN 
AMBASSADORS
2014-2024

At the invitation of the Municipality and InvestBraga, 118 foreign ambassadors
visited the city, the companies and its entrepreneurial ecosystem
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14756

13340
12473

11039 11392

9456 9439

7588 7871

6388 6637
6073

6455

7551 7678

6609
5883

5063
5690 5374

6472
6399

692 fewer unemployed in March 2024 compared to the same period last year

Unemployment in Braga



Authentic City

BRAGA
Employment Growth
+ 2000 jobs/year since 2014

TALENT PROGRAM
Attract, Create and Retain Talent

JOB and TALENT Offers
RECRUITMENT PROGRAMMES WITH COMPANIES 

CONVERSION OF SKILLS WITH EDUCATION AND TRAINING ENTITIES

Qualification and re-qualification programmes promoted in partnership

Principal Partners

http://www.workinbraga.pt/
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Profiles most demanded by the most
employing Companies in Braga

Talent Program
Attract, Create and Retain Talent

34,0%

33,0%

12,6%

11,0%

8,4%
Área das TIC

Construção, Metalomecânica e outros operadores

Área Gestão, Financeira e Administrativa

Engenharias (Civis, mecânicas e eletromecânicas)

Área Comercial e de Apoio a Clientes

IT Area

Construction, metalworking and other industrial operators

Management, financial and administrative area

Engineering: Civil, mechanical, electronic, textiles, polymers and others

Commercial and customer support area

http://www.workinbraga.pt/
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Braga and the Region has attracted many Technology and Value Added Companies.

- Transfer of Knowledge, Technology and Innovation produced in Higher Education and the
Region's Research and Innovation Centres to Companies increases the region's
competitiveness at international level.

Knowledge and Research
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- Project created by the Governments of Spain and Portugal

- Infrastructure with 47 000 square meters for nanotechnology

- An investment of 100 M euros

- 450 researchers work daily in this laboratory

- Researchers from 47 nationalities

- Research and Development Project Areas: 

. Nanoeletronics Engineering . Life Science

. Quantium & Energy Materials . Nanophotonics

. Advanced Eletron Microscopy Imaging and Spectroscopy 

. Micro and Nanofabrication

Knowledge and Research
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38 Business Ambassadors
+ 4 Billion € Turnover
+ 2.5 Billion € Exports
+ 22,000 employees

Braga Business Ambassadors
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Braga's main Industrial Parks

11 Parks / 429 Companies
Total area: 4 037 234 sqm

30%

10%
34%

23%

1% 2%

Comércio por Grosso e a Retalho

Construção

Industria 

Serviços Aluguer, Técnicos, Consultoria e outros 

serviços

Companies by Activity Sector

101

144

42

130

4

8

17 404

18 528

19 536

2020 2021 2022

Nº of Workers

+2.132
WORKERS

Wholesale and Retail

Construction and Engineering

Industry

Rental Services, Technical Services, Consultancy and others

Transport and Storage

Accommodation, Catering and Similar Services
Source: Informa DB and InvestBraga
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Braga's main Industrial Parks

Growth

42%
2020/2022

Parks

11
Ind. and
Bus.

Exports/Turnov
er

63%
2022

11 Industrial and Business Parks
429 companies

Exports

3 187 078 369,47 €

3 522 034 632,00 €

4 210 732 096,90 €

2020 2021 2022

Turnover

1 882 288 064,00 €
2 081 041 402,25 €

2 665 878 420,11 €

2020 2021 2022

+1024 
M€

+689 
M€

+335 
M€

+784 
M€

+585 
M€

+199 
M€

Exports

2,67 Bi€

2022

Turnover

4,21 Bi€

2022

Growth

32%
2020/2022

Source: Informa DB and InvestBraga
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Investment and Employment

BIG COMPANIES, MULTINATIONAL 
AND TECHNOLOGY COMPANIES 
INVEST IN BRAGA

-------------------- Business Projects Supported by InvestBraga --------------------
2014 – 2024
1.117 Total Projects supported by InvestBraga              347 International projects supported

CREATING VALUE AND QUALIFIED
EMPLOYMENT
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750 3.800 1.100 2.500

180

Multinationals, and new technological companies grow in Braga
Jobs created

Investment and Employment
Companies and Multinationals in Braga Invest and Create Employment

150 4050 700



Authentic City Investment and Employment
Companies and Multinationals in Braga Invest and Create Employment

Multinational and Technological CompaniesNew Investments
2022​ and 2024

40

50

20

75

Braga

2050

25150

60

50

120
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EUROPEAN CITIES AND REGIONS OF THE FUTURE 
2023

fDi Intelligence Magazine

FINANTIAL TIMES

BEST FDI STRATEGY
Small Cities

WINNER
BRAGA

FDI Strategy
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According FINANTIAL TIMES, fDi Intelligence Magazine

Attracting investment in recent years places Braga among the cities with the best FDI 
strategy in Europe

2020/2021 BEST FDI STRATEGY
Small Cities

7th Place
BRAGA

2022 BEST FDI STRATEGY
Small Cities

5th Place
BRAGA

2023 BEST FDI STRATEGY
Small Cities

WINNER
BRAGA

2024 BEST FDI STRATEGY
Small Cities

2nd Place
BRAGA

FDI Strategy
European Cities and Regions of the Future 
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Support for entrepreneurs and highly scalable technological projects

250 + 400 M€ + 2.000390 + 100 7 1

Startups in the community
Investment
raised

Jobs 
created

Supported
entrepreneurs

Large Partner
Companies

Exits Unicorn

SINCE 2014

Innovation Hub

9
Acceleration
programmes

10
Pre-acceleration
programmes

2
Tourism Tech acceleration
programmes

1
Sports Tech acceleration
programme

7
School of CEOs
programme

https://www.instagram.com/reel/C6qcs_Jt0Ch/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==


Authentic City International Strengthening

Braga is one of the founding cities of the
consortium supported by the European

Commission.

Startup Braga received 80+ applications
(via Startup Visa) for its incubation

programme. 
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ESA BIC certified incubator
Possibility of receiving projects related to space technologies

Incubator accredited by Turismo de Portugal
Under the Fostering Innovation in Tourism Programme

Incubator certified by IAPMEI
Able to receive projects via Startup Visa or Startup Voucher

Portugal Ventures' Ignition Partners Network
Certified partner to support the submission of applications from the state organization

Strategic Board of Startup Portugal
Member of the advisory board alongside other stakeholders in the ecosystem

Global StartupCities Member
Founding member of this network of innovation hubs, which organises the annual Global StartupCities Summit

Strong Position
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Authentic City Exports from Braga

Values in million euros
Source: INE and auxiliary calculations

considering real export values from Braga

National Ranking Exports

Municipality Exports_

(2022)_

Exports_

(2023)_

Var_

(%)_

1st Lisbon 10 052 8 328 - 17 %

2nd Palmela 4 001 3 759 - 6 %

3th Braga 2 521 2 833 + 12 %

4th Famalicão 2 616 2 782 + 6 %

Braga

2023
% in National Exports

3,65%
(2022: 3,22%)

2013-2023
Most Exporting Cities

From 12th position
To 3th Position

2013-2023
Export Growth

Braga: + 265%
(Portugal: + 64%)

776
838 929

1113

1501

2163
2244

2050
1952

2522

2833

0
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3000
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Prizes awarded to InvestBraga

• 2023: 2nd NATIONAL PRIZE in the "Developing the Business Environment and Supporting the Internationalization of Companies" category
Assigned to the Project “Economic Diplomacy Programme”

• 2021: 2nd NATIONAL PRIZE in the "Development of the Business Environment and Support for the Digital Transition" category
Assigned to the Project “WorkinBraga – Talent Program”

• 2021: 2nd NATIONAL PRIZE in the "Investment in Entrepreneurial Skills" category
Assigned to the Project “Qualifica IT”

• 2019: HONOUR MENTION in the "Support for the Internationalisation of Companies" category
Assigned to “Startup Braga”

• 2019: HONOUR MENTION in the "Promoting the Spirit of Entrepreneurship" category
Assigned to the Project “Investor Space - Green Route to Investment”

• 2019: 1st NATIONAL PRIZE in the "Business Environment Development" category
Assigned to the Project “Braga's Business Ambassadors”

• 2016: 1st NATIONAL PRIZE in the "Promoting the Spirit of Entrepreneurship" category
Assigned to “Startup Braga”

European Enterprise Promotion Awards
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BRAGA
A City to: INVEST | STUDY | WORK | LIVE and VISIT

BRAGA IN THE MAIN NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CITY RANKINGS

1st European Cities and Regions of the Future in 2023                  (Finantial Times - fDi Startegy)

1st Best Emerging Tourist Destination 2023 (World Travel Awards)

Awarded as “Global Green City” in 2023 (Global Forum on Human Settlements / UN)

1st Best European Destination 2021               (European Best Destination)

1st Happiest City in Portugal 2016                   (Eurobarometer)

3rd Happiest City in Europe 2016                     (Eurobarometer) 

4th National Position as Best Place for Doing Business, Visit and Live in Portugal 2022          (Bloom Consulting)

5 Best Towns and Cities for Retirement in World 2020                     (International Living Magazine)

5 Best Places in terms of Quality of Life in Europe 2020 (European Commission)

20 Best Places for Americans to Live, Invest, and Work In Europe 2020                                         (FORBES)



Authentic City European Cities - Quality of Life 2024
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2016
IBERO-AMERICAN 
YOUTH CAPITAL

2018
EUROPEAN 

SPORTS CITY

2020
ATLANTIC AXIS 

CULTURE CAPITAL

2012 
EUROPEAN YOUTH 

CAPITAL

2021
EUROPEAN CAPITAL

OF SOCIAL 
ECONOMY

2022
EUROPEAN

MOBILITY WEEK
1
st
Sustainable Mobility Award

BRAGA

Braga
International Representation

Last years…
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2024

CREATIVE CITIES 
NETWORK ANUAL CONFERENCE

01 to 05 July

2025

EUROCITIES 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

29 to 31 May

2025

PORTUGUESE 
CAPITAL OF CULTURE

Coming soon…

Braga
International Representation
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People and

Talent
Infrastructures and

Access

Entrepreneurial culture and

Innovation

Value for 

money

Knowledge and

Research

BRAGA
A HANDFUL OF REASONS TO INVEST

Authentic City

Ricardo Rio
Mayor of Braga


